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s are described in writings from
ty (18 B.C.-A.D. 668), a ruling power in
ad substantial contact with Japan. It was
at me some scholars argue, that steel and bronze
 swords found their way from Korea to Japan to feed the island
nation’s thirst for metal fighting implements.
Over the centuries sword-making techniques were per-
fected in Korea, and many martial arts families passed the
knowledge down from generation to generation. The modern-
day descendent of one such family, Suh In Hyuk, was lucky
enough to learn some of those ancient sword-making and

In ancient times, Korean swordsmen held their weapon with
their hands close together (above), but the use of longer and
heavier swords necess:tated a wider grip for added control
(betow)
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shapes. The weapons varied so much that it seemed as

though there was never a standard pattern for them.

~ shin, who lived in the late 1500s, had perhaps the longest of |
all: a 77-inch, 12-pound giant of a weapon. A common design
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The Jabanese éﬁord—drawing method, rras demonstrated by

| Barry Harmon, differed from the Korean method. The sword
| was drawn from a cutting-edge-up position (1). It was raised
| overhead (2), where the swordsman’s second hand was
| applied to the handle (3). Finally the sword was moved
- - : : | diagonally downward to cut (4).
Swords ranged from short knife-like blades to the more ,

' in Korea was the double-edged straight sword; it was similar

to the Chinese straight sword but with a thicker, heavier
_blade. Two other frequently seen designs were the curved

| single-edged blade and the straight single-edged blade, which

could be wide like Chinese swords or narrow like Japanese
swords. Obviously, modern claims that all Korean swords
belong to the straight-sword category or that they were merely
replicas of Japanese swords are incorrect.

Several significant differences between Japanese and Ko-
rean sword technigues can help an observer determine whether
a martial artist is teaching Japanese methods and calling
them Korean, or actually teaching Korean swordsmanship.

“Because of Korea’s long history, there were many differ-
ent types of technigues,” Harmon says. “As a rule, Korean
swords were designed to be carried in the swordsman’s hand,
rather than in his belt as the Japanese carried their sword.
Korean swordsmen carried their sword with the cutting edge
facing down, rather than facing up like the Japanese. Japa-

The Korean sword-drawing method often started with the
practitioner in a kneeling position. Barry Harmon prepares to
unlock the blade with his right thumb (1). As the blade exits
the sheath, he makes an upward offensive or defensive move
(2). With both hands gripping the handle, Harmon is then ready

- to fight (3).
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_ seen weapon KOreans also used double-ed_qed blades of
- varymg Iengths

ing statesmen This weapon was called a kwan do in Chma
where it was also used by generals. The weol do was pnma-
rily used by men on horseback. From a secure position on a
galloping horse, the wielder could easily slash his way through |
even the most tightly packed formation of soldiers. ,
* The san soo do was a straight sword with a 50-inch-long
blade, with the actual cutting edge approximately 39 inches
long. It was one of the most common Korean military swords |
and laid the foundation for many modern weapons. |
matched blades. Its smaller brother was the wae gum, a set of
mid-sized swords that were larger than daggers but shorter
than the full-sized ssang gum. The wae gum were popular
within Korea’s royal palace and court, since they could be
easily concealed within a robe. '
+ While the average soldier might use a san soo do or ssang
gum, those who relied entirely upon their sword for battlefield
defense preferred the ah do. Strictly a military weapon, it had
a groove running the length of its 39-inch-long blade for
added strength. Both edges were sharpened near the tip, and
the main cutting edge was sharpened its entire length.
« The hyup do weighed approximately 5 pounds and mea-
sured some 51 inches in length. Its curved single- edged blade :
was suitable only for the strongest of men.
* The je dok gum was another military sword that gained
popularity in Korea during Japan’s first invasion attempt in
-1592. At the time China was an ally of Korea, and some
: Cohtinued on page 180




